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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1-2 are objected to because of the following informalities: in line 9 of 
claim 1 the phrase "the characteristic" should be changed to -the original 
characteristic- since that is the characteristic that is changed when there is an 
indication of a risk of swerving or skidding. Claim 2 is objected to due to its dependency 
from claim 1 . Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

3. Claims 1-2, 12-14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent 5669673 to Reuter. 

Reuter discloses in col. 9 lines 23-27 and in col. 9 lines 50-54 a method for 
controlling a brake system of a vehicle wherein braking effect on the vehicle wheels is a 
function of brake pedal force exerted by an operator as disclosed in col. 9 lines 50-51 , 
said braking effect being enhanced by an adjustable braking force booster as disclosed 
in col. 9 lines 25-26 from an original characteristic to an enhanced characteristic, said 
method comprising: detecting dynamics of vehicle movement by determining at least 
one of a yaw rate or a transverse acceleration to detect a risk of swerving or skidding of 
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the vehicle as disclosed in col. 9 line 23; changing the characteristic of said braking 
force booster when said analysis indicates a risk of swerving or skidding such that if a 
brake pedal force is exerted by the operator it will result in an increased braking force as 
disclosed in col. 9 lines 51-53, and changing the characteristics of said braking force 
booster back to said original characteristic if said analysis indicates that said risk of 
swerving or skidding no longer exists as implied by col. 9 lines 24-26 in which it is 
described that the corrective action is implemented when a variance occurs. 

Response to Arguments 
4. Applicant's arguments filed 8/2/05 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that the system of Reuter does not provide for a braking force 
to all wheels thereby enhancing the braking effect as defined in the independent claims. 
Examiner notes that the argument is more specific than the claim language as such 
limitation is not found in either of the independent claims. 

Applicant also argues that the present invention only applies the enhanced 
braking function if the operator activates the braking pedal. Examiner notes that Reuter 
includes an operation in which the enhanced braking function is implemented if the 
operator is activating the braking pedal. Such implementation results in line pressures 
being increased "greater than those applied by the driver" as recited in col. 9 lines 51- 
53. Therefore, under such operation of Reuter, the system applies the enhanced 
braking function if the operator activates the braking pedal. The claim language uses 
the open-ended term "comprising" when describing the method of the instant invention 
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and, therefore, does not preclude other conditions under which the enhanced braking 
function may be applied in addition to enhanced braking function application under the 
condition in which the operator activates the brake pedal. 
Accordingly, the rejections have been maintained. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melody M. Burch whose telephone number is 571-272- 
71 14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (6:30 AM-3:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James McClellan can be reached on 571-272-6786. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/853,014 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3683 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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